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-the delay in responding.

June 15, 1931
Richard S. Cohen, Esq.
Cohen and Halpern, P.C.
18 Hamilton Street
Bound RBrook, NJ 0R805

LDVISORY OQOPTHNION NO. 45-AD

Dear Mr, Cchen:

I am writing on behalf of the Election Law Enforcement
Commission in response to your letter of Kovember 12, 1980 requesting
an advisory opinion. The Commission wishes to express its regret for
¥ou have asked whether the Campaign Contri- .
butieons and Expenditures Reporting Act (N.J.E.A., 19:44R-1 et seq.)] re-
quires a political party committee to disclose in eech of its Annual
Reports the existence of an unsatisfiad money Judgment. For the rea-
sons herein stated, you zre advised that such a jucgment must be re-
perted in each Apnual Report of the peolitical party commitise until
the committee reports the judgrent has been extinguished.

Initially, the Commission wizhes to state that normally it
does not issue advisory opinions concarnine the resporting respe neibil-
itles of persons or entities other than the person reguasiing an ad-
visory apinion. You hawve indicated that you repressnt a creditor aof
a county political party committee against which the creditor has ob-
tained a money judgment docketed in calendar yaar 1979. You have
indicated further that the Annual Report for calendar years 1976,

1977 and 1978 by the political party commitiee revealed the irdehtad-
nes:s that was the bazis of the judgment Finally, in a letter dated
Juna 2, 1581, you supplemented ¥Your 1uniry hy advising the Commissicon
that the 1980 Annual Report of the pelitical party committee showved an
obligation Lo the creditor that was less than the amount 0f the monev
judgment obtained, and alsoc the Apnuali Report indicated that ths amountc
was "in litigation." Because the filing erntity in this caze is a
political party committee, and because of your representatien that an
outstanding mceney judgmant exists against it, the Cosmission has con-

cluded that it would be in the best interest of effective enforcement
of the Reporting &ct to proceed wilth an opinion., In arder to ssrve
notige on the political party cormmiitiee involved, a ceopy of this ad-

visory opinion will be delivered le iis trezsurer and he will be asksd
ta respond by filing amended refcrts oF a wriitten explancticn as

e why
amended reports zre poat nezded.
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Folitical party comnmibteess muezi discleose oukstanding obligations,
such as an unsatisfied meonoy judgmant, until such time as the obligation
is satisfied and thereforz no longer exists. The reporting political
party committee mnst disclose the final dispositicn of the ohligation.

Irn the absence of continuous reporting of the obligation in each Annnal
Report in which the obligation exisis, the pnblic would bes ynable to
determine whether the obligation remained outstanding or had been sat-—

isfied by some msans. Such a resuwlt would run directly contrary to the
provisions of B.J.58.A. 1%:44A4-8.

You have provided the Commissicon with a copy of what appears
to be a Writ of Execution againat ths Middlesex County Republican
Committee in favor of James 5, Hamilten Associates for the sum of
£4,422.73 damages, plus §$112.65 cost. The Commission is of the
npinion that where & colorable clain £ox indebtednzss gxists, it
should be disclosed. The reporting of such a claim does not preclude
the reporting party from contesting it, nor should it be deemed as an
admission by the reporting party that the claim is correct. It merely
seryes as notice to the public that the claim exists an? remains un-—
satisfied either by paymsnt or some other dispositicn. Thnere is nothing
in the Reporting Act that would prevent a treasurer preparing an Annnal
Report from gualifying any obligation listed in such report. Therefore,
the notafion "in litigation" is permizszsible if it correctly se=ts forth
the status of the parties,

Kothing contained in this Advisory Opinion is intendad to
reflect on the merits of any claim fow indebtedness by yourself zg the
inguiring party or any other perscn as against any political party

connittes. The Commission does net have bsfore it anyY facts concerning
the mature of +he indebtednco=s dilscyesed, nor <cas 1t hays any juris-
diction to adjudicate such claims. It is 2 limited purpose of this

2dvisory Opinion bo clarify that where a coleorable claim for irndebted-
ness exists as againet a politiodl party committee with Annual Report
filing requirements, such political party ceommitier mwust disclose the
existence of that claim in =ach Annual Repcrt from the date the claim
arose until such time as it is extinguished.

Very ifruly yours,

ELECTION LAY INFORCEMENT COMISSION
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