
NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 

MAY 7 ,  1985 

PRESENT : 

Andrew C.  A x t e l l ,  Chairman 
Alexander P.  Waugh, Jr., Vice Chairman 
Haydn P r o c t o r ,  Member 
Owen V .  McNany, Member 
F r e d e r i c k  M.  Herrmann, Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
J e f f r e y  M.  B r i n d l e ,  Deputy D i r e c t o r  
Edward J .  F a r r e l l ,  General  Counsel  
Gregory E. Nagy, S t a f f  Counsel  
P e t e r  D .  N icho ls ,  D i r e c t o r  of P u b l i c  Financing* 

* Attended t h e  p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  only 

Chairman A x t e l l  c a l l e d  t h e  meet ing t o  o r d e r  and announced t h a t  
p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  "Open P u b l i c  Meetings Act," P.L. 1974, c .  231, annua l  n o t i c e  of 
t h e  meet ing of t h e  Commission h a s  been f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ' s  
o f f i c e  and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  House p r e s s  corps .  

The meet ing convened a t  2:00 p.m. a t  t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  E t h i c a l  
S t a n d a r d s  Commission Room, N a t i o n a l  S t a t e  Bank B u i l d i n g ,  Tren ton ,  New J e r s e y .  

1. Approval of P u b l i c  S e s s i o n  Minutes of A p r i l  29,  1985 

On a  motion by Vice Chairman Waugh, seconded by Commissioner P r o c t o r  
and a  v o t e  of 4-0, t h e  Commission approved t h e  p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  minu tes  of 
A p r i l  29, 1985. 

Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r ' s  Repor t  

Executive D i r e c t o r  Herrmann r e p o r t e d  on l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  could  
p o t e n t i a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  Commission. 

- S-2833 (Dumont) r e q u i r e s  t h a t  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  
would have t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  s e r i e s  of s i x  d e b a t e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  funds .  M r .  Herrmann s a i d  t h a t  h e  c o n t a c t e d  bo th  
Democratic and Republ ican s t a f f s  about  p u t t i n g  language i n  t h e  b i l l  
t h a t  would p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  money t o  cover  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c o s t s  of such a  program. 

- S-2900 (Orconnor) p r o h i b i t s  unopposed g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  from 
a c c e p t i n g  p u b l i c  fund ing  i n  a  pr imary e l e c t i o n .  M r .  Herrmann s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  b i l l  does  n o t  permit  an  "unopposed" c a n d i d a t e  t o  r e c e i v e  
p u b l i c  funds  u n t i l  a n o t h e r  opposing c a n d i d a t e  f i l e s  a  d e s i g n a t i o n  of 
t r e a s u r e r  w i t h  t h e  Commission, f i l e s  a  nominat ing p e t i t i o n ,  o r  
p u b l i c l y  announces a  candidacy.  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  concept  of an  



P u b l i c  S e s s i o n  Minutes 
May 7 ,  1985 
Page -2- 

I I unopposed" candidacy i s  a n  e l u s i v e  one and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  b i l l  may n o t  
a c h i e v e  i t s  a p p a r e n t  purpose .  The b i l l  h a s  been r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
Sena te  S t a t e  Government Committee. 

M r .  Herrmann adv ised  t h e  Commission t h a t  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  d i s c l o s u r e  
s t a t e m e n t s  were due on Monday, May 6 ,  1985. H e  s a i d  h e  spoke w i t h  
Assemblyman John S. Watson and Assemblyman James Zangar i  were concerned 
abou t  n o t  hav ing  enough n o t i c e  from t h e  Commission t o  p r e p a r e  t h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  d i s c l o s u r e  r e p o r t s .  M r .  Herrmann s a i d  t h a t  t h e  problem 
i s  w i t h  t h e  law i t s e l f .  The Commission has  on ly  e i g h t  days  t o  remind 
c a n d i d a t e s  about  t h e i r  f i l i n g  o b l i g a t i o n s .  Assemblymen Watson and Zangar i  
expressed  i n t e r e s t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  amend t h e  law t o  ex tend  t h e  f i l i n g  
d e a d l i n e .  The Commission had made arrangements  t o  hand o u t  i t s  forms w i t h  
p e t i t i o n s  through t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ' s  o f f i c e .  

M r .  Herrmann s a i d  t h a t  h e  i s  following-up on t h e  budget r e s o l u t i o n  of 
$60,000 f o r  two u n f i l l e d  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n s .  He c o n t a c t e d  t h e  Democratic 
s t a f f ,  t h e  Republ ican s t a f f ,  t h e  Governor ' s  o f f i c e ,  and Assemblyman Rober t  
A .  R a n i e r i ' s  o f f i c e  t o  remind them t o  d r a f t  and s u p p o r t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  
The key i s  t o  g e t  t h e  J o i n t  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  Committee t o  p a s s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
on June 6  o r  7 ,  when i t  amends t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l .  

M r .  Herrmann s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  i s  moving ahead on r e d e c o r a t i n g  t h e  
r e c e p t i o n  a r e a .  The p u b l i c  a r e a  w a l l s  w i l l  be  p a i n t e d  f r e e  of charge.  A 
I1 second" copying machine h a s  been o rdered  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  a r e a  and t h e  
l a r g e  copying machine w i l l  be moved t o  t h e  back o f f i c e .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
word p r o c e s s i n g  c a p a c i t y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  i s  be ing  upgraded. Boxes of a n n u a l  
r e p o r t s  have been s e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  Record R e t e n t i o n  Cente r  f o r  
microf i lming  . 

The n e x t  Commission mee t ing  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of Vice 
Chairman Waugh on Tuesday, May 14 a t  11:OO a.m. The meet ing had been 
scheduled f o r  Wednesday, May 15. 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Deputy D i r e c t o r  B r i n d l e  r e p o r t e d  on t h e  29-day 
p r e e l e c t i o n  r e p o r t  f i l i n g  n i g h t  f o r  t h e  pr imary on May 6 ,  1985. He s a i d  
t h a t  i t  went v e r y  w e l l  w i t h  no major problems. He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  
f i l i n g  r e t u r n s  amounts t o  approximately  40%. Out of 2,300 c a n d i d a t e s ,  
approximately  1,400 d i d  n o t  f i l e .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  r a t e  shou ld  improve 
n e x t  y e a r  because  t h e  law h a s  been changed t o  a l l o w  1% more weeks t o  
r e c e i v e  c a n d i d a t e  l i s t s  from c l e r k s  and t o  send o u t  l e t t e r s .  M r .  B r i n d l e  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  i s  going t o  work on g e t t i n g  a  b e t t e r  working 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  c l e r k s  s o  t h a t  t h e s e  l is ts  g e t  i n  more q u i c k l y .  

3 .  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  F i n a n c i n g ' s  Report  

D i r e c t o r  of P u b l i c  F inanc ing  Nicho ls  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
p e r i o d  number e l e v e n  p r e s e n t e d  no problems. He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  e r r o r  r a t e s  
have a l l  d imin i shed .  

M r .  N icho ls  recommended t h a t  t h e  submiss ion r e c e i v e d  be  c e r t i f i e d ,  
t h e y  included:  
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Robert J. Del Tufo $ 38,060.00 
Kenneth A. Gibson $ 42,350.00 
John F. Russo $140,000.00 
Peter Shapiro $103,468.00 
Stephen B. Wiley $ 26,828.00 

Mr. Nichols said that along with Republican Governor Kean, three Democratic 
candidates are approaching the maximum. To date, the total public matching 
funds that have been certified to candidates are: 

Thomas H. Kean $623,766.00 
Kenneth A. Gibson $436,843.32 
John F. Russo $431,130.00 
Stephen B. Wiley $393,708.00 
Peter Shapiro $377,568.00 
Robert J. Del Tufo $240.496.42 

$2,503,511.74 

On a motion by Vice Chairman Waugh, seconded by Commissioner Proctor 
and a vote of 4-0, the Commission voted to approve the submission for 
certification. 

4. Executive Session 

On a motion by Vice Chairman Waugh, seconded by Commissioner Proctor 
and a vote of 4-0, the Commission voted to go into executive session to 
discuss enforcement and investigative matters, the results of which will be 
made public at their conclusion. 

5. Adj ournment 

On a motion by Commissioner Proctor, seconded by Commissioner McNany 
and a vote of 4-0, the Commission voted to adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FREDERICK M. HERRMANN 
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