
NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 

JANUARY 7 ,  1986 

PRESENT : ABSENT : 

Andrew C .  A x t e l l ,  Chairman Alexander P. Waugh, Jr. 
Haydn P r o c t o r ,  Member Vice Chairman 
Owen V .  McNany, Member 
F r e d e r i c k  M. Herrmann, Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
J e f f r e y  M. B r i n d l e ,  Deputy D i r e c t o r  
Edward J .  F a r r e l l ,  General  Counsel  
Gregory E. Nagy, S t a f f  Counsel  
Sandra  L. Magee, S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  Commission 

Chairman A x t e l l  c a l l e d  t h e  meet ing t o  o r d e r  and announced t h a t  p u r s u a n t  
t o  t h e  "Open P u b l i c  Meet ings  Act,"  P.L. 1974, c .  231, s p e c i a l  n o t i c e  of t h e  
meet ing of t h e  Commission h a s  been f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ' s  o f f i c e  
and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  House p r e s s  corps .  

The meet ing convened a t  11:03 a.m. a t  t h e  Maplewood Municipal  B u i l d i n g ,  
5 74 Val ley  S t r e e t  , Maplewood, New J e r s e y .  
1. Approval of P u b l i c  S e s s i o n  Minutes of December 17,  1985 

On a motion by Commissioner P r o c t o r ,  seconded by Commission McNany and 
a v o t e  of 3-0, t h e  Commission approved t h e  p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  minu tes  of 
December 17,  1985. 

2 .  Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r ' s  R e ~ o r t  

1) P u b l i c  F inanc ing  Hear ing 

Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  Herrmann r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  F inanc ing  Hear ing 
h a s  been scheduled f o r  10:OO a.m. on January  29, 1986 a t  t h e  S t a t e  
House Annex, 4 t h  f l o o r ,  i n  Trenton.  D r .  Herrmann s a i d  t h a t  l e t t e r s  
have been p repared  a l e r t i n g  t h e  p r e s s  and p u b l i c  t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g  and 
w i l l  be  mai led s h o r t l y .  

M r .  Herrmann s t a t e d  t h a t  D r .  H e r b e r t  Alexander ,  a n a t i o n a l l y  renowned 
e x p e r t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of campaign f i n a n c i n g ,  h a s  been i n v i t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  
a t  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

M r .  Herrmann w i l l  n o t i f y  t h e  Commission a t  i t s  January  21 meet ing of 
t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  p u b l i c  f i n a n c i n g  h e a r i n g .  
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2) Commission Meeting Date  

M r .  Herrmann a d v i s e d  t h e  Commission t h a t  t h e  n e x t  schedu led  mee t ing  
d a t e  i s  January  21, 1986. Due t o  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  pa rade  i n  Tren ton  t h a t  
day,  t h e  meet ing w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  Genera l  Counsel  
F a r r e l l ,  43  Maple Avenue, Morristown, New J e r s e y  a t  1 1 : O O  a.m. 

3 )  Asbury P a r k  School  Board Case 

Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  Herrmann announced t h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  Asbury 
P a r k  School Board a p p e a l  have p a i d  t h e i r  f i n e  of $50125 each ,  and 
presumably w i l l  n o t  b e  pursu ing  any f u r t h e r  a p p e a l s ;  s e e  ELEC v .  Brown, 
A-25 21-84T7. 

4) C a t a l o g i n g  P r o j e c t  

M r .  Herrmann s t a t e d  t h a t  350 boxes of f i l e s  w i l l  be  s e n t  over  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  R e t e n t i o n  Cente r  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  These f i l e s  w i l l ,  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime ,  b e  c a t a l o g e d .  A member of ELEC's s t a f f  w i l l  b e  t e m p o r a r i l y  
a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  f o r  t h i s  purpose.  

5 )  FEC Remote Access P r o j e c t  

Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  Herrmann adv ised  t h e  Commission t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  
E l e c t i o n  Commission Remote Access P r o j e c t  i s  p r o g r e s s i n g  v e r y  w e l l .  
He s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were o n l y  t e n  s t a t e s  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  have  a c c e s s  
t e r m i n a l s .  The p r e s s  and t h e  p u b l i c  can a c c e s s  f e d e r a l  campaign f i l e s  
th rough  t h i s  computer. H e  s a i d  t h a t  Frank Reiche,  former  Commissioner 
of t h e  FEC and ELEC, was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  ELEC's 
involvement w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

6 )  Computer P r o j e c t  

M r .  Herrmann r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Commission's 
computer w i l l  b e  complete ly  f u n c t i o n a l  by t h e  end of January.  

7 )  L e g i s l a t u r e  

M r .  Herrmann r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  b e  r e o r g a n i z e d  on 
Tuesday, January  14,  1986 a t  12:OO noon. He s a i d  Assembly Speaker  
Chuck Hardwick h a s  spoken t o  him on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s .  Speaker  
Hardwick expressed  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  working w i t h  t h e  Commission, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  on l e g i s l a t i o n  concern ing  s u r p l u s  campaign funds .  He 
s a i d  t h a t  M r .  Hardwick is s e n s i t i v e  t o  keep ing  t h e  Commission informed 
of i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  i t .  

3. F r i e n d s  of Tom Kean v .  N . J .  E l e c t i o n  Law Enforcement C o m i s s i o n  

General  Counsel  F a r r e l l  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he  r e c e i v e d  a t e lephone  c a l l  from a 
S t a t e  Supreme Court  C l e r k  approx imate ly  f i v e  weeks ago,  and was asked f o r  
some f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l s .  He s a i d  h e  c o n t a c t e d  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  F inanc ing  



P u b l i c  S e s s i o n  Minutes  
January  7 ,  1986 
Page -3- 

P e t e r  Nicho ls ,  who s u p p l i e d  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  m a t e r i a l s .  Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  
Herrmann s a i d  h e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a  c a l l  and was asked q u e s t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
e x p e n d i t u r e  l i m i t s .  M r .  F a r r e l l  s a i d  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  when t h e  
w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  w i l l  b e  announced. 

4.  Readopt ion of Subchapter  15 

On a  mot ion by Commissioner P r o c t o r ,  seconded by Commissioner McNany and a  
v o t e  of 3-0, t h e  Commission v o t e d  t o  readopt  Subchapter  15 of t h e  
Commission's r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  change. The Commission a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  
Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  t o  e x e c u t e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e a d o p t i o n  n o t i c e  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  New J e r s e y  R e g i s t e r .  

S t a f f  Counsel  Nagy r e p o r t e d  t h a t  no comments had been r e c e i v e d  i n  response  
t o  t h e  Commission's n o t i c e  i n  t h e  New J e r s e y  R e g i s t e r  p ropos ing  t o  r e a d o p t  
Subchapter  15 of i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s  ( E . A . c .  19r25-15.1 e t  s e q . ) ,  which 
concern p u b l i c  f i n a n c i n g  o f  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  

5 .  B i l l  A-3847 - "Truth  i n  Campaigning Law" 

Genera l  Counsel  F a r r e l l  commented on B i l l  A-3847 ( V a n i e r i )  which was 
d i s c u s s e d  by M r .  Herrmann d u r i n g  t h e  December 17, 1985 Commission mee t ing .  
T h i s  b i l l  a l l o w s  a c a n d i d a t e  who h a s  been t h e  t a r g e t  of a  f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t  by 
h i s  opponent t o  f i l l  a  complaint  w i t h  t h e  Commission. The Commission would 
b e  a b l e  t o  f i n e  t h e  g u i l t y  p a r t y  up t o  $5,000 and s e e k  a  r e t r a c t i o n  of t h e  
f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t .  M r .  F a r r e l l  s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e  b i l l  does  come up a g a i n ,  he  
f o r e s e e s  g r a v e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  problems w i t h  i t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  problems t h a t  were d i s c u s s e d  by M r .  Herrmann. 

6.  Execu t ive  S e s s i o n  

On a  mot ion by Commissioner McNany, seconded by Commissioner P r o c t o r  and a  
v o t e  of 3-0, t h e  Commission v o t e d  t o  go i n t o  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  t o  d i s c u s s  , 

i n v e s t i g a t i v e  m a t t e r s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  which w i l l  b e  made p u b l i c  a t  t h e i r  
conc lus ion .  

7. Ad j ournmen t 

On a  motion by Commissioner McNany, seconded by Commissioner P r o c t o r  and a 
v o t e  of 3-0, t h e  Commission v o t e d  t o  a d j o u r n  a t  11:47 a.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

& ~ 7  &g&,.t-.\ 
FREDERICK M. HERRMANN 
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